
	

Rural	Fire	Service	Volunteers	have	had	a	very	busy	season,	and	they	are	always	looking	for	

volunteers	so	please	consider	joining.	

If	you	have	any	suggestions	or	updates	for	our	website,	please	contact	us	by	email	

at	uranquinty2652@gmail.com.	Uranquinty	Progress	Association	aims	to	keep	the	local	

community	informed	of	local	issues	so	please	contact	us	if	you	would	like	to	discuss	

anything	which	might	affect	our	residents 

INLAND	RAIL	
Inland	Rail	work	is	progressing	along	the	Albury-Ilabo	section	with	the	demolition	of	the	

Edmonson	Street	bridge	in	March	and	Uranquinty	has	had	ongoing	weekend	work	at	

Uranquinty	in	early	March.	If	you	have	any	questions	about	this	project	you	can	find	out	

more	on	the	Martinus	website	at	www.martinus.com.au	and	Uranquinty	Progress	

Association	will	continue	to	keep	the	community	updated	via	Facebook	posts	and	email.	

ARTC	

UPA	is	still	battling	with	ARTC	to	clean	up	the	rubbish	stored	along	the	railway	line	which	

is	an	eyesore	when	approaching	the	village	 from	Wagga.	We	have	been	trying	 for	some	

years	 to	get	 this	 resolved	and	we	have	now	been	asked	to	provide	more	photos	so	that	

ARTC’s	new	manager	can	try	and	resolve	this	unsightly	mess.	

HOW	TO	NOTIFY	ISSUES	TO	COUNCIL	
If	 you	 come	 across	 any	 issues	 requiring	 Council’s	 attention	 when	 walking	 around	 the	

village	e.g.	damaged	signage,	potholes,	dumped	rubbish,	graffiti,	 fallen	trees,	vandalism,	

overflowing	bins	etc,	the	Snap	Solve	app	is	a	very	useful	tool	to	report	any	issues.	Council	

generally	 responds	 quickly.	 The	 app	 can	 be	 easily	 downloaded	 from	 both	 Apple	 and	

android	device	app	stores	online.	

URANQUINTY	WATER	TOWER	MURAL	BLOCK		

We	have	regular	visitors	to	our	community	checking	out	the	Mural	and	learning	about	the	

history	of	the	Air	Base	in	Quinty	and	the	contribution	this	community	played	during	that	

time.	Volunteers	 are	watering	 the	new	 plantings	 to	 ensure	 the	 future	 of	 the	 garden.	 If	

anyone	would	like	to	join	the	team,	please	contact	UPA	and	we	can	add	you	to	the	team.	
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COMING	EVENTS	
	

The	Uranquinty	Men’s	 Shed	 visited	 the	old	Air	 Force	Base	and	 learnt	 its	history	 and	 enjoyed	

their	time.	See	story	on	page	6.	

The	Uranquinty	Anzac	

Day/Wirraway	

Memorial	Service	will	

be	held	at	9.00am	on	

Saturday	25	April	at	

Wirraway	Park	

(opposite	the	Hotel).	All	

are	welcome
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EVENTS	
We	need	 the	Hall	 to	 be	used	 to	 generate	 income	 to	pay	 the	bills	 and	maintenance	 costs	

which	 are	 always	 increasing.	 Please	 consider	 holding	 local	 events	 at	 the	 Hall	 which	 has	

excellent	 facilities	 and	 space	 for	 everything	 from	 Riverina	 Conservatorium	concerts	 to	

wedding	receptions.	More	 information	and	the	booking	 form	are	available	on	our	website	

at	 https://uranquinty.com.au/services/community-hall-hire/	 We	 would	 love	 to	 see	 more	

local	events	being	held	there,	so	please	consider	making	use	of	this	excellent	facility	within	

our	 community.	 If	 we	 can’t	 break	 even,	 then	Wagga	 Council	 may	 take	 over	 running	 the	

venue	which	will	be	an	added	cost	for	ratepayers.	

Wagga	 Library	 hosted	 a	 session	 on	 genealogy	with	Geoff	 Brusch,	 a	 local	 historian,	 which	

proved	 to	 be	 very	 useful	 for	 community	 members	 starting	 out	 on	 their	 family	 history	

journey.	

Wagga	 Library	 is	 bringing	 local	 children's	 performer	Alex	Mangano	 to	Uranquinty	 Hall	 on	

Thursday	9	April	 to	present	 Jack	 the	Silly	Yak.	 This	 interactive	school	 holiday	 Storytime	 is	

based	around	inclusivity,	especially	showing	support	to	people	living	with	chronic	illness	like	

Coeliac	Disease.	It's	fun	and	laid	back,	aimed	for	kids	ages	3-8	years. The	event	is	free,	but	

booking	 is	 essential	 so	 that	the	 organisers	 know	 how	 much	 material	 to	 bring	

https://waggalibrary.events.mylibrary.digital/event?id=205449	

See	ad	opposite	and	Events	on	page	1.	

COMMUNITY	DIRECTORY	

A	reminder	that	the	community	directory	tab	on	the	website	will	take	you	to	local	business	

contacts.	 Please	 let	 us	 know	 if	 you	would	 like	 to	 include	 your	business	or	 if	 you	have	 an	

event	you	would	like	to	publicise.	Also,	please	note	that	JPs	are	listed	in	the	Directory	in	this	

newsletter	and	at	https://uranquinty.com.au/business-directory/	

URANQUINTY	LEVEE	UPDATE	
Andrew	 Mason	 from	 WWCC	and	 Andrew	 Morris	 from	 RHDHV	presented	 information	 to	

those	present.	Only	seven	members	of	the	Uranquinty	community	attended,	and	although	

we	had	a	save-the-date	advertised,	we	didn’t	receive	the	flyer	from	Council	until	48	hours	

prior	to	the	meeting.	

Andrew	Morris	went	over	the	general	plan	for	levee	bank	improvements	and	explained	that	

WWCC	had	an	Adopted	Recommendation	that	represented	a	1%	+	Freeboard	option.	Each	

of	the	levee	banks	is	dealt	with	according	to	its	own	needs	as	follows:	

Connorton	Street: There	 is	a	new	 section	of	 the	 levee	bank	to	surround	a	section	behind	

the	 Men’s	 Shed	 and	 Neighbourhood	 Centre	 and	 further	 down	 to	 Uranquintry	 Street	 to	

allow	for	future	housing.	It	will	be	built	to	1.2m,	and	Key	Street	intersection	will	be	raised	in	

line	with	this.	

Deane	Street: Will	have	a	1.2m	levee	built	to	the	side	of	the	road	with	modification	to	the	

road	ending	to	form	part	of	the	levee.	

Levee	 Bank	 South: (Deane	 Street	 to	 road	bridge)	 Some	areas	 raised	 up	 to	 600ml	 higher,	

with	a	leveling	effect	over	the	rest.	

Levee	Bank	North:  (Rail	Bridge	to	Uranquintry	Cross	Road)	Some	areas	raised	up	to	300	ml,	

with	a	leveling	effect	over	the	rest.	

Churches	Plain	Levee: this	will	be	raised	by	600ml	and	the	road	raised	at	the	road	crossing	

and	the	levee	extending	to	the	rail	line.	

 A	 number	 of	 issues	 were	 raised	 and	 discussions	 took	 place	 during	 the	 presentation	

including:	 the	gap	between	the	road	and	rail	bridges,	 the	end	of	Deane	Street,	 flood	gate	

replacement	at	Ryan	and	Baker	Streets,	water	trapped	behind	the	levee,	different	flows	and	

causes	of	flooding.	The	Final	Draft	will	be prepared	by	June	2026	and	will	be	used	for	grant	

funding	applications	for	both	State	and	Federal	monies	to	fund	the	project.	

There	is	significant	competition	for	funding,	and	different	sections	may	be	prioritised	for	

completion.	
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Deb	Bewick,	President,	Uranquinty	Progress	Assoc	

M:	0427	007	261	

E:	uranquinty2652@gmail.com	W:	www.uranquinty.com.au	
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URANQUINTY	RURAL	

FIRE	SERVICE	
Uranquinty	RFB	has	had	a	busy	couple	of	

months	with	a	variety	of	incidents.	

5	bush/grass	fires	

2	motor	vehicle	accidents	

2	structural	fires	

1	industrial	fire	

1	assist	ambulance	

1	tree	across	a	roadway	

Once	again,	your	firefighters	gave	their	time	to	

keep	our	community	safe.	

Membership	and	training	

Our	membership	continues	to	grow	with	2	

residents	joining	and	completing	the	required	

training	and	look	forward	to	seeing	them	on	

the	trucks.	We	also	have	had	2	firefighters	

undertake	and	complete	the	rural	fire	driving	

course	which	now	allows	them	to	drive	our	

appliances	in	a	range	of	situations.	

We	are	always	looking	for	new	members	

particularly	with	daytime	availability.	You	can	

apply	at		

https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/volunteer/join-

the-nsw-rfs	

Community	assistance	

For	our	elderly	or	less	mobile	community	members	that	require	some	help	in	

maintaining	their	property	please	look	into	the	RFS	Aider	program.	See	ad	on	this	

page.	

New	station	

Unfortunately,	we	have	been	advised	that	the	funding	for	our	new	station	was	not	

approved	in	the	budget.	This	is	a	devastating	blow	for	our	brigade,	but	more	so	for	

our	community	as	this	means	it'll	be	sometime	before	our	station	is	issued	and	

trained	in	the	use	of	breathing	apparatus.	Members	of	the	public	can	expect	BA	

crews	to	attend	structural	fires	in	and	around	Uranquinty	with	us,	but	they'll	be	at	

least	20	minutes	away	from	time	of	call.	

We	believe	this	is	totally	unacceptable	and	risks	the	lives	of	the	community	and	our	

crew.	We	ask	the	community	to	make	their	concerns	known	and	to	advocate	for	our	

new	station	by	ringing	or	emailing	Mr	Joe	McGirr.	

Community	assistance	

For	our	elderly	or	less	mobile	community	members	that	require	some	help	in	

maintaining	their	property	please	look	into	the	RFS	Aider	program.	See	ad	on	this	

page.	

URANQUITY	COMMUNITY	SAFETY	GROUP	

As	always,	we	are	looking	for	new	members.	Contacts	are	Brian	on	6922	9776,	Deb	on	6922	9744	and	Ged	0477	625	000.	The	

Uranquinty	Community	Safety	Group	works	under	the	auspices	of	the	SES.	In	the	event	of	an	emergency,	we	are	notified	by	the	SES	of	

the	nature	of	the	emergency	and	advised	what	action	the	group	is	to	take.	

We	continue	our	close	liaison	with	the	SES,	particularly	in	respect	to	the	current	weather	situation.	Our	main	focus	is	on	early	warning	

and	assisting	those	in	need.	

Emergency	equipment	has	been	supplied	by	the	SES	and	is	located	in	a	container	within	the	Men’s	Shed	grounds.	Sand	for	sandbagging,	

should	it	be	required	in	a	rain	event,	is	also	available	at	the	Men’s	Shed.		

We	have	received	a	grant	to	construct	an	all-weather	shelter	for	filled	sandbags	and	other	equipment	and	outdoor	lighting	for	the	

sandbagging	area.	Work	will	start	shortly	on	this.	

In	the	near	future	an	evening	is	to	be	organised	to	show	the	facilities	and	function	of	the	UCSG	particularly	for	newcomers	to	

Uranquinty.	

As	always,	we	are	looking	for	new	members.		Contacts	are	Brian	on	69229776,	Deb	on	69229744	and	Ged	0477625000.	
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2026	HOLY	WEEK	TIMETABLE	

Chrism	Mass/Mass	of	the	Oils:		

11am	Tuesday	31
	
March	at	St	Michael’s	Cathedral.	All	welcome.	

Easter	Triduum	at	Our	Lady	of	Fatima	

Holy	Thursday	2
	
April:	7pm	Mass		

Good	Friday	3
	
April:	10.30am	Stations	of	the	Cross		

and	3pm	Passion	of	Our	Lord	

Easter	Vigil:	Saturday	4
	
April	7:00pm	

Easter	Sunday	Mass	5	April	-	8.30am	and	10.30am	
	

Sacrament	of	Penance/Reconciliation	Saturday	mornings	at	Our	Lady	of	Fatima	from	

10.30-11.30am.	

The	Second	Rite	of	Reconciliation	will	be	on	Monday	30	March	6.30-8	pm	at	Our	Lady	of	

Fatima.	

Anointing	Mass	Held	at	10.30am	on	the	fourth	Tuesday	of	each	month	at	the	parish	hall.	

Times	of	Mass	at	Our	Lady	of	Fatima,	Bourke	St	5pm	Saturday	and	8.30am,	10.30am	and	

5.30pm	(Syro-Malabar)	on	Sunday.	

Sacraments	to	the	home-bound	Please	notify	priests	(phone	6925	2111)	when	a	member	

of	your	family	or	a	parishioner	is	in	hospital	or	house	bound	and	in	need	of	the	

sacraments,	especially	the	Anointing	of	the	Sick	or	Holy	Communion	in	hospital.	

Baptisms	Any	families	wanting	to	have	their	children	baptised	should	contact	Father	

Casanova	at	Our	Lady	of	Fatima	Presbytery.	The	next	preparation	meetings	are	9am	

Saturdays	on	11	April,	9	May	and	13	June.	Contact	the	parish	office	for	more	information.	

The	parish	bulletin	is	published	every	

Friday;	if	you	would	like	to	receive	a	copy	

and	have	an	email	address,	please	contact	

Cheryl	or	Jean	at	

olofparishsouthwagga@gmail.com,	

phone	6925	2111,	and	they	can	put	you	

on	the	mailing	list.	

URANQUINTY	MASS	
Easter	Mass	at	St	Patrick’s	is	on	

Easter	Sunday	at	8:30	am.	

Happy	Easter	to	everybody	

Best	wishes	and	safe	travelling!	

ST	JAMES	UNITING	CHURCH	
A	big	thank	you	to	everyone	who	continues	to	

support	St.	James.	Your	ongoing	encouragement	

and	involvement	mean	so	much	to	our	church	

community.	

	

We	are	always	hopeful	of	growing	our	congregation	

and	warmly	welcome	new	members.	Whether	you	

are	new	to	the	area	or	simply	looking	for	a	place	of	

fellowship,	we	would	love	to	meet	you.	

	

Services	are	held	quarterly,	with	our	next	service	

taking	place	on;		

Sunday	7	June	2026	at	10:00am.	

Following	the	service,	we	invite	everyone	to	stay	for	morning	tea,	where	you	can	enjoy	a	chat,	connect	with	others,	and	share	in	

fellowship.	

For	more	information,	please	contact:	Pam	Bourne	–	0427	229	641	Belinda	McMahon	–	0409	422	141	

We	look	forward	to	seeing	you	there!	



	

	

	

5	

APRIL	2026	PAGE	5	

Harmony	Day	

Recently	we	all	dressed	up	in	Orange	to	celebrate	Harmony	Day.	Student	activities	

focused	on	recognising	and	accepting	difference	between	each	other	and	celebrating	

diversity	of	culture.	

Clean	Up	Quinty	Day	

Our	students	were	happy	to	report	that	there	was	less	rubbish	for	them	to	find	along	the	

bike	track	and	at	Wirraway	Park	this	year!	Well	done	Quinty	for	being	such	a	tidy	town!	

The	Resilience	Project	

This	year	our	whole	school	is	embarking	on	a	new	project	aimed	to	build	each	child's	

resilience.	Daily	and	weekly	lessons	focus	on	developing	skills	in	Gratitude,	Empathy	and	

Mindfulness	(GEMs).	We	have	also	introduced	GEM	awards	to	our	assemblies	and	had	a	

fun	launch	of	the	program	by	hunting	for	plastic	Gems	in	the	sand	pit	and	decorating	

cupcakes	with	edible	Gems!	Many	thanks	to	Wagga	City	Council	for	sponsoring	our	

Project.	

Sports	Captains	

Congratulations	to	our	2026	Sports	Captains	-	Zahra	(Kookaburras)	and	River	(Rosellas).	I	

know	they	will	lead	their	teams	well.	

Swimming	Carnivals	

Early	in	the	term	we	held	our	own	school	Swimming	Carnival	at	The	Rock	Pool	where	the	

Kookaburras	won	the	carnival.	A	week	later	we	travelled	to	Junee	Pool	to	compete	in	the	

Small	School's	Swimming	carnival,	where	the	K/1	students	were	invited	to	join. 
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QUINTY	HOTEL	

SOCIAL	CLUB	
The	Uranquinty	Hotel	Social	Club	is	looking	

forward	to	a	busy	and	exciting	year	ahead,	

with	a	range	of	social	events	planned	for	

2026	that	provide	opportunities	for	locals	to	

connect.	Whether	you’re	new	to	

Uranquinty,	or	have	lived	in	the	area	for	

years,	the	club	offers	a	relaxed	and	friendly	

environment	to	socialise	and	make	local	

connections.	
	

As	well	as	our	usual	Friday	night	raffles	at	

the	Quinty	Pub,	a	number	of	social	events	

and	raffles	are	planned	for	2026,	including:	

•	Easter	Raffle	–	Featuring	a	YETI	esky	prize.	

Drawn	on	Friday,	27	March	2026.	

•	Mother’s	Day	Raffle	–	A	Mother’s	Day	gift	

basket	valued	at	$100	will	be	available	

from	Friday,	10	April	2026,	with	the	draw	

taking	place	on	Friday,	8	May	2026.	

•	Mystery	Bus	Tour	–	A	popular	social	

outing	scheduled	for	Saturday,	25	July	2026,	

promising	a	fun	day	out	with	plenty	of	

surprises	along	the	way.	

•	Father’s	Day	Raffle	–	A	Father’s	Day	gift	

basket	valued	at	$100	will	be	available	

from	Friday,	7	August	2026,	with	the	draw	

taking	place	on	Friday,	4	September	2026.	

•	DJ	Night	–	A	themed	DJ	night	will	be	held	

on	Friday,	4	September	2026	at	the	Quinty	

Pub.	

•	Beer	and	Bets	Day	–	Taking	place	

on	Saturday,	24	October	2026,	aligned	with	

the	iconic	Cox	Plate.	

•	Christmas	Party	–	The	club	will	wrap	up	

the	year	with	a	Christmas	celebration	

on	Sunday,	13	December	2026,	beginning	at	

midday.	
	

The	committee	will	also	meet	throughout	

the	year	at	the	Quinty	Pub,	with	upcoming	

meeting	dates	including:	

•	Thursday,	9	April	2026	–	7pm	

•	Thursday,	28	May	2026 –	7pm	

All	members	are	welcome	to	attend	the	

committee	meetings	to	share	their	ideas.		
	

New	members	are	always	welcome!	Reach	

out	to	a	committee	member,	come	say	

hello	at	the	Friday	night	raffles,	or	email	

Quintysocialclub@outlook.com	if	you’re	

interested	in	joining!	
	

We	look	forward	to	another	great	year	of	

social	club	activities!	

Thank	you	to	all	residents	supporting	their	local	pharmacy!	
Hours:	Monday	to	Friday	8:30	am-1.00	pm.	

Easter:	Closed	Friday	–	Monday	3-6	April.	

For	Urgent	Prescriptions,	South	City	Pharmacy	will	open	Saturday	and	

Monday	9-5.	

PHONE:	6921	5445	

QUINTY	MEN’S	SHED	
The	Men’s	Shed	is	off	to	a	good	start	in	2026.	Improvements	are	continuing	to	be	made	to	

the	facilities.	Morning	tea	is	always	well	patronised	with	no	shortage	of	scintillating	and	

sophisticated	conversation.	

	

We	have	a	new	batch	of	enthusiastic	members	including	Pete	and	Ken	Lander,	Scott	

Lewington	and	Mick	Forrell.	

	

On	the	social	side	we	started	our	activities	with	a	visit	to	the	old	

Uranquinty	RAAF	Base	and	Migrant	Centre	on	the	Lewington	

property.	Jenny	Lewington	gave	us	a	tour	of	the	area	with	a	

fascinating	account	of	the	history	of	Uranquinty	with	a	focus	on	

the	RAAF	Base	and	Migrant	Centre.	She	provided	a	great	

morning	tea.	The	muffins	and	biscuits	were	greatly	appreciated	

with	some	members	indulging	a	little	more	than	others.	The	

Men’s	Shed	thanks	Jenny	for	providing	a	memorable	day	for	all	

members	and	partners.	See	cover	photo	on	page	1.	

	

We	are	now	preparing	for	the	annual	Raku	Day	in	June.	Pete	

and	Neville	are	now	working	on	preparing	a	base	for	the	

Potters’	Club’s	new	kiln.	As	well	as	members	of	the	Potters’	

Club,	Shed	members	and	partners	are	invited	to	attend.	

	

The	sales	of	produce	from	our	gardens	is	well	patronised.		

	

New	members	are	always	welcome.	

We	meet	on	Mondays	and	Thursdays	between	9.00	am	and	

2.00	pm.	Our	monthly	meeting	is	usually	held	on	a	Saturday	of	every	second	month	

commencing	at	12.00	noon.		We	will	be	holding	our	next	meeting	on	Saturday	11	April.	All	

welcome.	

	

For	any	enquiries	phone	Brian	on	69229776	or	Ged	on	0477625000.	
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Uranquinty Power Station is owned and 
operated by Origin Energy. The station 
comprises four gas turbines with a total 
generating capacity of 640-megawatts (MW).  

   

 

 

Uranquinty Power Station Update:  

Since arriving at Uranquinty Power Station nine weeks ago, I have enjoyed working alongside the 

crew and getting to know the plant operations. With more than 20 years’ experience at Eraring 

coal-fired power station on Lake Macquarie, I was surprised by the number of similarities 

between the two sites. 

While UPS operates very differently as a gas-fired peaking plant, the Origin principles and 

practices for how we manage the asset and work on site remain the same. The focus on 

readiness, reliability and supporting safe operations carries across all sites. 

During my time here we have also welcomed some additional assistance from our colleagues at 

Eraring. Their support has been a great help to the team, and visiting the region has been a 

memorable experience for them. They have all commented on how much they enjoyed their 

time working here. 

The battery energy storage system at Eraring came online at the end of January, and since then 

we have seen fewer generation runs at Uranquinty as the battery is able to respond quickly to 

short periods of demand on the electricity grid. 

Recently we have been undertaking surveys and engineering reviews for the exhaust stack baffle 

replacement and upgrade project. This work is aimed at reducing the running noise of the plant 

and improving the overall operating environment for the surrounding area. 

With the Easter long weekend approaching, the UPS team would like to wish everyone in the 

community a safe and enjoyable break. We hope it’s a great opportunity to spend time with 

family and friends. 

Lance Hansen  

A/Plant Manager, Uranquinty Power Station 
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Community Support at Uranquinty Power Station 

As we move into 2026, Uranquinty Power Station remains committed to backing the initiatives, events, 

and local organisations that help strengthen our community. Over the years, we’ve proudly supported 

activities delivered by the Uranquinty Progress Association, Uranquinty Public School, the printing of 

the Uranquinty Community Newsletter, and regional events such as The Rock Seniors Expo, and 

inclusive community celebrations like the Wagga Autism Group’s Superhero Picnic. 

To make our support process simpler and clearer for everyone, all community groups are now asked to 

submit their requests using our new two-page application form. The simple form helps ensure requests 

are reviewed consistently and that we receive the information needed to consider each proposal. 

Our team are on hand to assist you with the new process, answer questions and provide support.   

 

Got an idea that could benefit the community? 

If your group has a project, event or initiative that contributes to community wellbeing, education, 

connection, safety or environmental outcomes, reach out for an application form and to apply by 

contacting Catherine Beaumont, our Community Relations Business Partner.  

 0460 007 604 

 catherine.beaumont@originenergy.com.au 
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URANQUINTY	TO	KYWONG	

BRANCH	LINE	–	AND	THE	

URANQUINTY	CONNECTION	
The	idea	of	building	a	railway	line	from	Uranquinty	towards	Moon’s	Siding	on	the	

Narrandera	to	Jerilderie	line	was	first	discussed	by	the	Dept	of	Public	Works	in	September	

1919.	Official	evidence	at	this	time	indicated	that	the	proposed	line	would	service	a	large	

tract	of	valuable	country	between	the	Murrumbidgee	River	and	the	existing	Great	

Southern	line.	
	

Uranquinty	was	to	be	the	Junction	for	this	line	as	it	was	6	miles	shorter	than	branching	at	

Wagga	Wagga	and	it	would	avoid	the	surrounding	hills	

and	possible	flooding.	In	January	1926	the	Minister	for	

Railways,	Mr	Flannery,	announced	that	construction	

would	commence	within	the	month	using	the	railway	

construction	plant	from	the	recently	completed	line	

between	The	Rock	and	Pulletop	at	a	cost	of	331,000	

pounds.	
	

On	6	March1926,	a	Parliamentary	party	arrived	in	

Wagga	Wagga	and	motored	to	Kwyong,	where	the	

ceremony	of	turning	the	first	sod	of	the	new	line	took	

place.	Afterwards	a	banquet	was	held	when	nearly	400	

people	sat	down	in	the	Kwyong	Hall.	
	

During	the	construction	phase	a	camp	was	set	up	on	the	

outskirts	of	Uranquinty,	just	over	the	creek	on	the	

Uranquinty	Cross	Road.	It	was	during	this	time	that	the	

village	was	at	its	wildest,	the	navies	were	always	fighting	

and	brawling	amongst	themselves	which	could	be	

widely	heard.	

During	one	of	these	brawls,	Constable	Wardell	was	

knocked	to	the	ground;	on	getting	to	his	feet	he	drew	his	revolver	and	

shot	a	man	in	the	stomach.	The	man	was	taken	to	Wagga	Wagga	by	

train	and	recovered	in	hospital.	
	

The	line	was	opened	to	Galore	in	1928	and	to	Kwyong	in	March	

1929.Stations	along	the	way	included	Collingullie,		Belfrayden	and	

Arajoel	.	
	

A	mixed	train	provided	passenger	and	goods	services	until	1957,	when	

passenger	services	were	superseded	by	a	goods	train	with	passenger	

accommodation	in	the	guard’s	van.	As	well	as	these	services,	grain	trains	

transported	many	thousands	of	tonnes	of	wheat	from	the	silos	at	each	

station	back	to	Uranquinty.	
	

During	the	Second	World	War,	when	the	Uranquinty	Air	Force	base	was	

operational,	it	has	been	revealed	that	another	passenger	service	ran	

four	nights	a	week	from	Wagga	through	to	Collingullie	and	returning	

very	late	at	night.	The	reasoning	for	this	service	appears	to	include	a	

very	short	stop	just	outside	the	boundary	of	the	base.	Some	of	the	

recruits	and	staff	recalled	walking	across	a	paddock	to	catch	the	train,	mainly	during	the	

day	to	travel	to	Wagga	Wagga.	So	the	mystery	still	remains	as	to	why	these	trains	

stopped	just	outside	the	boundary	of	the	base	around	midnight	4	nights	a	week.	
	

Passenger	services	were	suspended	in	March	1965,	and	all	services	ceased	in	January	

1987.	Despite	a	large	rally	in	July	1988	by	local	farmers,	who	relied	on	the	line	to	

transport	their	wheat,	the	SRA	began	removing	sleepers	from	the	line	making	it	unusable.	

	

Top:	The	old	Kywong	station	with	possibly	the	

station	master’s	house	at	the	rear.	All	but	the	

sign	no	longer	exist.	

Below:	Collingullie	mixed	train	on	its	way	from	

Wagga.	
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This	bridge	over	Sandy	Creek	on	the	Mangoplah	Road	is	the	oldest	

reinforced	concrete	bridge	in	New	South	Wales.	

	

The	bridge	was	built	in	1913	and	designed	and	built	by	Mr	F.N.	

Oxley,	the	grandson	of	John	Oxley,	the	Australian	explorer.	

	

He	was	the	first	engineer	to	design	and	build	a	reinforced	concrete	

bridge	in	New	South	Wales	which	was	named	the	Coloboralli	

bridge.	

	

Frederick	Oxley	was	a	skilled	draftsman	and	engineer	who	came	to	

the	area	in	1906	and	became	the	engineer	for	both	Mitchell	and	

Kyeamba	shires.	

	

In	1920	the	Government	decided	

that	each	shire	should	have	its	own	

engineer	and	he	continued	working	

for	Kyeamba	shire.	

	

When	he	retired	in	1937	the	shire	

renamed	the	bridge	the	Oxley	

Bridge	in	his	honour.	

	

Other	Government	and	local	shires	

had	obtained	the	design	and	

specifications	of	the	bridge	for	use	

in	other	parts	of	the	State.	

DID	YOU	KNOW?	SANDY	CREEK	BRIDGE	
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On	30	March,	1921,	a	German	machine	gun	trophy	was	unveiled	at	the	

original	Uranquinty	Hall	in	King	Street.	It	had	been	captured	by	the	20th	

Australian	Infantry	Battalion	at	Warfusee,	Abancourt	in	France	on	the	morning	

of	August	8,	1918.	

	

The	Wagga	Daily	Advertiser	reported	on	31	March:	‘The	ceremony	of	unveiling	

the	German	machine	gun	trophy	took	place	yesterday,	a	good	crowd	of	

visitors	being	present.	The	gun	which	was	hung	in	the	Uranquinty	Hall	was	

draped	with	the	Union	Jack,	while	the	hall	was	suitably	decorated	with	flags	of	

the	different	nations	and	the	colours	of	the	different	battalions	to	which	the	

Uranquinty	soldiers	belonged.	

‘Mr	TH	Lang	presided	and	was	supported	by	Messrs	Meehie	and	Aldis.	Mrs	W	

Ford	in	a	few	well	chosen	words,	unveiled	the	gun.	

‘Uranquinty	is	to	be	complimented	on	being	one	of	the	first	places	in	the	

district	to	unveil	a	war	trophy.	A	fine	roll	of	honour	was	also	in	view,	donated	

by	Mrs	W	Ford,	who	had	three	sons	who	enlisted,	one	making	the	supreme	

sacrifice.	In	all	Uranquinty’s	share	of	soldiers	compared	favourably	with	most	

places	on	a	population	basis,	and	those	who	made	the	supreme	sacrifice	

comprised	about	35%	of	the	total.	

‘The	proceedings	closed	with	the	singing	of	the	National	Anthem,	Mrs	Ford	

acting	as	accompanist.	Afternoon	tea	was	dispensed	and	much	enjoyed.’	

THE	MACHINE	GUN	

TROPHY	THAT	WAS	

In	1942	the	hall	committee	was	asked	to	

return	the	machine	gun	to	the	Australian	

Military	Forces	for	training	purposes	(see	

letter	below).	The	only	reminders	that	it	

was	mounted	in	the	old	hall	were	two	

brackets	above	the	main	entrance.	

	

These	brackets	were	later	removed	and	

restored	and	now	are	on	disply	in	the	

History	cupboard	in	the	new	Uranquinty	

Hall.	

Left:	German	M008	Machine	Gun.	

Below:	Letter	of	requisition,	1942.	
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6922	9659	
	

Post	Office	Mon-Frid	9am-5pm	only.	For	banking,	paying	

bills/accounts,	posting	parcels	and	mail	or	renting	a	box.	

Service	station	Open	7	days	until	8pm.	Mail	can	be	collected	

over	the	counter	week	days	and	weekends	from	9am	to	8pm.	

Store	opening	hours	Monday-Friday	5.30	am-8.00	pm	

Saturday	6.30am-8.00	pm						Sunday	7.00	am-8.00	pm	

PAGE	12		

Ampol	General	Store	 	 	 									6922	9659	
Dr	Joe	McGirr	MP	 	 	 									6921	1622	
Gregadoo	Waste	Management	Centre,	
133	Ashfords	Rd,	Gregadoo	Open	7	days,	7–	4.30	
Mental	Health	Line	 	 	 				1800	011	511	
Michael	McCormack	MP	 	 							6921	4600	
NSW	Service	Centre	 	 	 													13	77	88	
NSW	State	Emergency	Services	 	 													13	25	00	
Essential	Energy	Power	Outages		 													13	20	80	
Police	 	 	 	 																131	444	or	000	
St	Cuthbert’s	Anglican	Church	 																0427	198	5133	
St	Patrick’s	Catholic	Church	Uranquinty	 									6925	2111	
Telstra			 	 	 	 											1	3	22	00	
Uranquinty	Communications	 	 			0400	907	572	
Uranquinty	Community	Hall	

			uranquinty.co.au/serevices/communityhallhire/	
	 				uranquinty2652@gmail.com	

Uranquinty	Evening	CWA	 	 				0428	629	738	
Uranquinty	Hotel		 	 	 										 	
Uranquinty	Hotel	Social	Club	
	 	 	 Adam	Skipworth			0428	731	536	
Uranquinty	Neighbourhood	Centre	 					0437	775	390	
Uranquinty	Pharmacy	 	 	 											6921	5445	
Uranquinty	Preschool	 	 																									6922	9787
	 uranquintypreschool@gmail.com	
Uranquinty	Progress	Association	
	 uranquinty2652@gmail.com	
																	Facebook:	Uranquinty	Residents	Noticeboard	
Uranquinty	Public	School	 	 										6922	9619
	 Cathy.Crick@det.nsw.edu.au	

Uranquinty	Tip	(Rural	Transfer	Station),	
180	Connorton	Street			Opening	Times		Wed	
	8.00-11.45am;	Sunday	1.00-4.45pm	

Wagga	Nursery	 	 	 	 										6931	2600	
Wagga	GP	After	Hours	Service	 	 										6931	0900	
Wagga	Veterinary	Hospital	 	 										6926	0900	
Wagga	Wagga	Base	Hospital	 	 										5943	1000	

WIRES	 	 	 	 	 				1300	094	737	

Wagga	Nursery	 	 	 	 										6931	2600	
JUSTICES	OF	THE	PEACE	
Michelle	Wilcox		 	 																0414	399	961

COMMUNITY	DIRECTORY	

Anything	to	add?	Email	uranquinty2652@gmail.com	

LOCAL	BUSINESSES	

LoadNGo	Riverina	 	 	 	0458	006	609	
Pheonix	Ag	Detailing	Co		 													0414	651	1162	

pheonixagmobile@gmail.com	
Robert	Raber	-	RJR	Automotive	 	 	0477	179	298	
Rachel’s	Pet	Services	 	 	 	0422	309	885	


